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January XX, 2021 

 
The Honorable [Addressee] 
Governor of the State of [_____] 
[Address] 
[City, State, Zip] 
 
Dear [Governor _____]: 
 

[State Association Name] appreciates your efforts to devise and implement a distribution 
framework by which the COVID-19 vaccine is distributed in a fair and impactful manner across 
[State].  We are not alone in looking forward to the day when all Americans can access a vaccine 
and eventually return to life as it was before COVID-19. 

 
On December 20, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

recommended that frontline essential workers should be prioritized in states’ vaccine distribution 
plans.1  The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) classified convenience industry employees 
as Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers on August 18, 2020.2  The members of [State 
Association Name] belong to the convenience industry.  Thus, the federal government supports 
giving vaccine priority to our members’ employees as essential workers.  We think this is 
appropriate given their necessity to the food and fuel distribution systems throughout [State].   

 
We recognize that a plan is still being finalized for vaccine distribution among the 

different populations within the state.  When the phases for distribution are decided, we urge that 
official guidance be provided on how essential workers can be properly identified as belonging 
to their designated phase for vaccination.  It is critical that a simple, efficient, and accurate 
method of identification be established so that workers can be inoculated quickly. 

 
One option for verifying claims by essential workers seeking the vaccine is to allow 

employers to provide their employees with official documentation that would be accepted by 
vaccinators.  Attached is a suggestion for what that proof could look like for our industry.  Our 
letter explains that CDC, DHS, and the state have acknowledged convenience store workers to be 

 
1 CDC recommended that frontline essential workers be placed in Phase 1b of states’ vaccine distribution plans.  See 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, “Phased Allocation of 
COVID-19 Vaccines,” (Dec. 20, 2020) available at https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-
2020-12/slides-12-20/02-COVID-Dooling.pdf.   
 
2 The Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency (CISA) classified “Food & 
Agriculture,” which includes the convenience industry, as a Critical Infrastructure sector.  [State Association Name] 
and its members are a part of the convenience industry.  See Department of Homeland Security, Cybersecurity & 
Infrastructure Security Agency, “Advisory Memorandum on Ensuring Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers 
Ability to Work During the COVID-19 Response,” (Aug. 18, 2020) available at 
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_4.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastruc
ture_Workers_FINAL%20AUG%2018v3.pdf. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2020-12/slides-12-20/02-COVID-Dooling.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2020-12/slides-12-20/02-COVID-Dooling.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_4.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers_FINAL%20AUG%2018v3.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_4.0_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers_FINAL%20AUG%2018v3.pdf


frontline essential workers who are critical to the functioning of our society and at higher risk of 
exposure to the virus.  With this letter, convenience industry workers would be able to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine in their designated phase. 
 

Our association will gladly assist to ensure that all our members’ employees can prove 
that they are eligible to be vaccinated.  Thank you for your consideration of our comments and 
for the hard work you have done to protect the health of our state. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
[Signature] 
[State Association Designee] 
[Designee Title] 
[State Association Name] 


